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The Special Show of Ceramic Texture in Taiwan
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Chuang Hsiu-ling, Chief of Collection and Exhibition Department, Taipei County Yingge Ceramics Museum
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The purpose of this exhibition is to convey to the viewers
the many textures that ceramic artwork can take. Clay is
different from other materials in its texture and the diverse
forms it takes. Clay doesn't stop evolving as the passion and
spirit of the ceramist augments it. The appearance of ceramics
doesn’t stop changing in its interpretation of arts, and it also
changes the way people interpret arts.

It hasn't been that long since ceramics became a
medium for artistic creation. Taiwanese ceramists started
began to discover ceramics as an art form from American
and Japanese artists during the 1960s. After many years of
effort and promotion by senior ceramists, there are now
more than 1000 professional ceramists in Taiwan, and many
times more amateurs. There are also more than one hundred
kilns and workshops that welcome visitors, and the ceramic
circle in Taiwan is “blossoming.” In terms of artistic creation,
ceramics is considered a medium with a threshold; however,
the number of ceramists is not diminishing. On the contrary,
more and more people are getting involved in the art. This is
because ceramics itself is very rich in historical and cultural
connotations. Moreover, the various aspects of the glaze on the
clay after it is fired is a never-ending challenge and source of

interest for the ceramist.
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PLAYS OF TEXTURE

The exhibition “Plays of Texture - New Generation Ceramics in
Taiwan” emphasizes the diversity of the texture. The seven ceramists
are You Ya-rong, Wu Tung-chieh, Lu Chih-jung, Samuel Hsuan-yu Shih,
Tang Hsuan, Chen Chia-feng and Tsai Zung-lung. They are all aged
between 29 and 39 years old and are considered the “‘new force” of
Taiwan’s ceramic circle, especially in how they deal with texture. Their
works fully depict the foresight and artistic expression of Taiwan’s
ceramics.

For example, the drops of sweat on a snow-like texture of Wu
Tung-chieh’s work reflect the beauty of purity amid a heavy and
complicated ambience; Chen Chia-feng’s work imitates the organic
appearance of a piece of cloth; the silent beauty of Tsai Zung-lung’s
wood-firing is full of humanism; You Ya-rong's realistic free-style copies
of other works are considered combinations of the imaginary and the
real, and reason and sensitivity; Samuel Hsuan-yu Shih attributes to
his works a highly rational spiritual dimension, while Tang Hsuan has
a sophisticated interpretation on gender, self and body. Lu Chih-
jung’s free, imaginary, happy world is the new interpretation of the
world from a new generation.

Their artworks not only represent an innovation on ceramic
texture, but also show an insistence on pursuing the perfection
of technique. This is a new milestone in Taiwan's development
of ceramics, and the museum invites you to appreciate the new

innovations of Taiwanese ceramics.
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