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Raising Outstanding Young Ceramists

and Advancing the Boundaries of Imagination

The Yingge Ceramics Museum is devoted to promoting ceramic art and sharing
the beauty of ceramics of Taiwan, and continues to organize high-quality ceramic
art competitions. The 2017 Taiwan Ceramics Awards played the role of dream
maker to launch Avant-garde Awards for the first time to build up emerging artists
through innovation project proposals. In 2019, a dual solo exhibition will be held
to fully present the result of the project, showing the creativity and the passion of
the new generation ceramic artists.

The winners of the Avant-garde Awards — HU Hui-Chin and LU Yen-Yu — have
shown mature skills and received numerous awards. They have displayed their
talents in the world of ceramic art. Their innovative ideas, regardless of the formation
of new themes or the placement of multimedia, demonstrate mature and
comprehensive creative contexts, create new languages of ceramic art, accentuate
the spirit of innovation, and draw attention to the essence of art creation—
passion.

The creative context of the two female artists over the years shows that they
constantly create personal breakthroughs and continue to innovate. HU is expert
at taking natural elements as the source of inspiration. She is able to shrewdly fuse
itsy-bitsy things in life into works of art full of vitality and fantasy. Her works are
succinct yet rich in symbolic aesthetics, carrying her imagination of all things in
life. LU masters exploring, questioning, and reshaping the self’s dependence on
external world. She deconstructs concepts through forms in between figurative
and abstract and through abnormal formats appearing to be like human figure to
record the process of self-reflection and introspection about the environment. She
not only has a unique personal style, but also creates many new combinations of
media.

The first Avant-garde Awards provide a platform for ceramic artists to showcase
their creativity and lead the viewers to experience how the artists have honing and
perfecting their skills over the years. It is hoped that the Awards may encourage
ceramic artists to dare to pursue their dreams, to put creativity into practice, and
to persist in demonstrating the value of innovation.

Director of New Taipei City Yingge Ceramics Museum

WU Hsiu-Tzu




06

X [ ErnifE

B AP RN 1 7 22 7 o R UM Bz /R R BUTE SR W A e B Bl 0 th A DUBE — R
S B e I 20174 2218 B BT 80 A AL W (R R Y B S S R W 1F A B R SRS R
JEAE R JE 2 A5 LB — 1 1 ot J B A 1 R o T L 7 K B2 I 1 2 2 2 B A R R 32 ) SR R A
Jre MR 5 T 288 428 B 2 % B R M R H AT 2 AR A 104E L LM B8 52> B ¥ A g S BE
o B A8 B

WP B R B IR S0 o il 2 e ~ A AR ~ e 2 0 <2 o 1) th 28 A e X o TR T 5 T IR SO 0 P A
ot 12 3 S A o Bl R dth A T IR 1 S 8 0 2 B I ' i ] R 5 B S AL 2 P R
KB B T8l B S A AN B - SR R 0200568 55 — ZRfE e T g9 I 0 0 AE 8 A M
A By JB 2 g A BLANE 14 B 5 T 7 9658 26 F) w50 401 8 /K 28 A F B R RS 20 1 241 T 5 4 B8R AE
IR 1 B [ 180 Jre o 0 AP 8 o 190 2 1 T 22 D LI ) ) 465 5 20 144F TS RIBIRDN B FRB R ER R 22
{8 5 AR ~ i D 952 B I £ 5 20 1O 47 Ji T B I A Tk L 45 307 B ) 0 7 SR B P A i O 2B RE L
R AR 5 ot 4 A ) D 222 0 1 » AR S5 SRS [ 5 ¥ ~ DA > 8 285 A A R 1BL A 55X A T B > b5 1 Pl
QBT R AR 1 2 1L B2 A A 1 R

RIVERIEG #0255 AN T2 SRR 72 NS 28 47 AR AE 2 A %0 T 26 SR AN 1 1 P 71 2 b A v )
TR 1€ 15~ 222 ]~ IRy ] 2206 g ) 0 00 28 00 P 222 > b A0 ot 1) £ > 5 A Mt 2 ]

JoL 4 5 RSP R S A T S A S N R PRI il A 3 R 2 1 5 3 o FE T T T IR A B ZE RN AEARR
S0 AR JE N R B A R R BLJE A ST UL AR 3R e B CRI AR % DUBLAIE A
P IEP T X 2 8BS s B O3 SR A IR AL 20 16 B E 1 S Ao

N BT B > — [ 2 Al £ B T A 3 7 DUIEL 3% Jeé e 8 45 e 0 2 9 S AE ~ M B 3 = 1 i (D
T GaWE) TR ZRBIEH A F RZ W RECE S HEANE 1T 2 MR F N BN
B 8 PR 40T AL 5 AT 7 SR P L 5



Al e th 2 g 35 A P9 o 25 8 T 170 75 B B — R AT AR TR AE R O 0 R BRE BR AR T i B BT R IR 2 RS A
15 IR AR 5 o (5 SRR 2 871 — JRETRZ B8R - 460 5 1R e o ~ T 00 e 25 0 A0 ~ 8 ) TR 4 > Aol 1 i~ B A
IR 28 T e A 0 i UL B Lt % 2 o A 4 TR R R TR B SR R MR R T A A B 2 R B A
11078 3 Bl S B ) 2 OB R o I R A5 B e W B A e A O R R th B SR A R BB R
NBBUR H 2B W 5 o

I b > Bl A S B A% 4 TGRS R 2t 1 A % AR A B — A R e R o A R R PR R 2 - A TE A
(DR ) 2251 th CPIB R 8 CHEIR 2 350 ) 08 fh » 58 B £ T I s Al > #3588 ) — 14 R
JEHAA MM E TR AN EA > BB S ER R — B F L H A ER P B EH QLA
A ) 15 B 1 CRR R IR » 3 62 52 A 150 ol W ik 7 78 Tl K 19 780 £ 5 7 > & 78 e B 22 R TE K B9
EBIER

mE NP B ST S R B B B N B At ) 1 D 40 5 4 ) R [ B S R R P A 1 B
A B B35 IR 20 5 B A7 T 0 CFF B Z D) 20500 72 20 P ML A ~ RERSL A SED SR 4 B N PB 525
CHRAR) ~ CERBIR) Za 3] 0O T 0 S o 00 s 7 T8l ) 97 380 L 0 20 1) BB, 5 RS T 2 9 ) - 2 R0~ R
PLE DR 1 19 0 B2 o o 6 5 1 AR AR DU TR N~ (BUY I ) 8 A ) 528 Bl 28 B o > 38 Jre i R BAL B L ) A
o i 14 8 1 5% K > £ = S L R ) S I R o

BIE R 7 20 00 E PO Bl 3585 2 TS SR IR B i S 6 A4 e ot A 8RS I8 e T W DS o R S
SRR R M B B] i — B R AR AL+ R R Ak S e R ) L St

2%EH Qo 4 Jm 2 LR B8 AIMESE / 32 REREEEAE) » 07 LT 3 8 o b 22 A R > 2005. 100
(5B 6 ) 52 AL I B A FEAE / 32 REREETAE) 7 AL 37 8 e 2 M R0 2009. 30
Qo7 Jm 2% AL R BN QPR SE / 32 REREEHSE) 07 JL T N0 e & R 201130
COF 1 i i AL i P 25 8% ) KA A2 ) - i b i 37 B BB A M R 2013.3¢
(20172 P BEAT . By A MEAE / BT8RAE) Wb i B e Z A 2017.60




Article / WANG Ya-Ting

Contemporary ceramic art is diverse. It speaks of various topics and expresses in different
forms, such as multi-piece work, installation, and single-piece work. This exhibition presents
new works of the two winners of Avant-garde Awards under 2017 Taiwan Ceramics
Awards: HU Hui-Chin and LU Yen-Yu. HU is expert at creating dialogues among the
symbols in her installation works, and LU is good at clay molding and conveying her
messages through single-piece works. Both of them majored in sculpture in college. Both
of them choose ceramics as the medium of art because they feel deeply drawn to the
softness and elasticity in clay. Moreover, both of them are devoted ceramic artists for over
a decade and with experiences of residency programs, here and abroad.

HU was exposed to stone carving, wood carving, clay sculpture and metalwork during her
time at the university and took elective courses in ceramics. She began to focus on ceramics
when pursuing her master’s degree. For her, art creation is the practice of ruminating on
experiences in life. She raises questions through art creation, and presents what she
observes through the forms of objects. She starts from herself and continues to ask questions
about her surroundings and the world. In her first solo exhibition of The Power of
Weakness in 2005, she began with the concept of weakness and pondered internal and
external relationships, where light signals started to spread like a ripple effect. In her solo
exhibition of Inside the Room, Where Time is Always in the Room Next Door in 2012, she
further examined the relationships among self, space and time. In the exhibition of Look
for Bubble Island in 2014, she focused on ambiguous, alienated and fluctuating relationships
on the island of Taiwan. In 2019, she puts her attention to the twists and the turns of life
and all creations in the world in the exhibition of Gentle Currents in the World of Soft
Sounds. Her delicate ceramic objects are arranged according to the field, not only creating
a special atmosphere for her viewers but also connecting the symbols with the emotions
of the author, the viewers and the space.

HU did not deliberately pursue certain styles of art in the beginning of creating. However,
she has developed her signature style, which is highly distinct and recognizable over the
years. From self, space, and time, to Taiwan and the world, she continues to create with
ceramics and continues to ask questions.

LU majored in clay molding during her time at the university and had a profound
understanding of the structures of the human body. She advanced her training in clay
molding in her master’s program and began to develop her own artistic language by
transforming figurative and non-figurative forms. She creates mutated forms of human
and animal figure, and translates her perception of literature into surreal ideas.



The human figure has always been an important theme in LU’s creation, and she interprets the
functions, images and meanings of body parts in her own unique way. Take Heart and Reminiscence
for example. The image of hand especially has a profound meaning to her. Hand represents
various meanings, such as creativity, behaviors, and choices. When being put in a glass dome is
like collecting feelings fading away.

Her artwork is a still-life statement of the many faces of her inner world as well as a record of her
emotional experiences at the time and place. Changeable Animal depicts a deer-shaped animal
with slender and elegant horns, head and body. The texture of the work highlights pure white tone
and film-like quality. The horns are the symbols of exploration and defense. The branches are the
metaphor for the growth of plants or blood vessels. Overall, the work allows its viewers to receive
such derived features and also conveys that human beings are gradually inseparable from the
nature in the changing environment.

Feelings in literary reading are another source of her inspiration. Demian by Hermann Hesse
inspires her to create works including Feather Shell series and Expanse of Territory. The mutated
bird needs to put up a fight to get out of the egg and to fly in the sky; and the same goes to a human
being’s self-seeking journey. Japanese author Atsushi Nakajima’s The Moon over the Mountain
motivates her to create Black Dog, a quietly-lurking beast in the shadow of the downcast hidden
under the conscious mind.

The abnormal forms of human and animal figures are presentations of tangled relationships
between human and other objects, as well as reflections of the constantly changing interdependent
relationship between the external environment and herself. A Place of Belonging expresses the idea
of breaking free from bondage and the desire for spiritual freedom. Diffusion and Inkblot Test
transform psychological tests into imagination of drifting and roaming in the subconscious. Flow
is a work that gazes at the inner self hidden deep inside. All in all, LU keeps on developing a
discordant and distinct aesthetic in between abstract and figurative and finding new elements that
her viewers can resonate with in mutated forms of human and animal figure.

Flashes of inspiration in the creation process are imprinted on the surface of ceramic works; and
seek breakthroughs in the midst of meticulous conception and repeated rearrangements. HU Hui-Chin
and LU Yen-Yu, by looking back the trajectory of exploration, will get to see a wider horizon of
their future.
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