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A Hundred-Year Creation - Presenting in New Taipei City

It had taken one hundred years to grow a forest, a civilization
and also an artist who was with his own style in creation.
Professor Chen Houei-Kuen (1907-2011) had devoted himself in
art education for half of a century. The themes he had painted
were mainly the natural landscapes in Taiwan. His paintings
were in Eastern Gouache, Chinese Ink and oil painting styles.
They were all in his style to present. Taking a close look, there
is a very close relationship between Professor Chen’s paintings
and New Taipei City. Many of his painting themes were the
sights for tourism in New Taipei City, they were Danshui, Guan-
yin mountain, Yeliu and Shifen waterfall. As a mayor of this
city, | am proud of it. Particularly, Tamshui(a.k.a. Danshui) was
Professor Chen’s favorite place for his art creation for over eight
years. Therefore, we could recall the memory of Tamshui in
the1970s and 1980s through Professor Chen's paintings.

New Taipei City Government had invited over one hundred
artists to attend this memorial event by creating the ceramic
painting plates. “Invitational Exhibition of Ceramic Paintings -
A Tribute to Professor Chen Houei-Kuen” is a presentation of
Professor Chen Houei-Kuen's legacy of his noble character in art
in the last century. The New Taipei City Government hereby had
shown the best gratitude to the best promoter, Professor Chen’
s daughter, Tchen Yu-chiou, the former Minister of the Council

for Cultural Affairs of the Executive Yuan. She has devoted in
promoting the activities of art and culture for years. Meanwhile,
special thanks to Professor Apex Pang-soong Lin, vice president
of National Taiwan Normal University, many senior artists of
Taiwan Academy of Arts and all the masters who are from
different industries. With the cooperation, the exhibition could
have done successfully.

New Taipei City is a city with the most population in Taiwan.
There are diverse art talents and the cultural resources.
Especially in Sanying region (Sanxia and Yingge region), it
has its own style because of the ceramics industry, historical
streets and natural resources. Professor Chen Houei-Kuen had
presented his diverse, sincere and abundant power in creation
in all his life over a century. The New Taipei City Government
is looking forward to attracting more professionals to be the
resident. With the teamwork of New Taipei City Government
and cooperating with the industries and academy, we hope the
New Taipei City will present its new style and different cultural
creativities in the future which is like Professor Chen'’s creation.
Looking at Professor Chen’s painting of the scenery of Tamshui,
| am hoping the beauty of this land could pass on and present
the styles and features of art and culture in New Taipei City.

Mayor of New Taipei City
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Invitational Exhibition of Ceramic Paintings—— A Tribute to Professor CHEN HOUEI-KUEN
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Hundred Ceramic Painting Plates - Inheritance of Art

Senior painter Professor Chen Houei-Kuen passed away at the
age of one hundred and five this year. Professor Chen followed
the canons of Taiwan's Art history as a scholar and painter. His
achievement in the creation of art was in his style and the numerous
talented students who were influenced by Chen. Nowadays many
of the significant artists in Taiwan are Chen’s followers. His personal
fascination and passion to life was inspirational and instructive. It
impressed the junior artists and always touched the heart.

This exhibition is in memory of Professor Chen Houei-Kuen 120
artists from the Arts, Academic, Design and Film industries are
participating in this event. They were invited by Tchen Yu-chiou,
the daughter of Professor Chen Houei-Kuen, (former Minister for
the Council for Cultural Affairs of the Executive Yuan, Chairperson
of the Egret Cultural and Educational Foundation) and Apex Pang-
soong Lin, vice president of National Taiwan Normal University. All
the artists came to Tai-Hwa Pottery in Yingge in New Taipei City
to make the ceramic painting plates to pay a tribute to this elder
master. This exhibition is a cross-century and intergenerational
interaction. It expressed Professor Chen’s kindness, honesty,
mercy as well as the model of an educator. The continuous
influence for future generations is tremendous. It also endowed a
new age with innovation and inheritance.

The exhibition presented diverse art forms such as calligraphy and
painting, with all of the participators being well-known masters
in their fields. This was also the first time for most of them to
demonstrate creation in ceramics and the art of glaze. This is the
first time a performance of the cross-industry and copartnership
of Arts was presentated. An exhibition with over one hundred
masters participating is pioneering and of significant meaning.

The Cultural Affairs Department of New Taipei City Government
has operated Yingge Ceramics Museum for years and this
exhibition is the specific achievement of Yingge Ceramics
Museum. It also comes with the great effect of the promotion of
Ceramic Art. Many thanks to this proposal from Chairman Tchen
Yu-chiou, all the artists and Tai-Hwa Pottery for this copartnership
cooperation. We are looking forward to this exhibition as a means
to actively develop art in New Taipei City and to spread the
cultural connotation for this city. Further ahead, New Taipei City
could develop an artistic community and become a cultural-tour
city.

Commissioner of Cultural Affairs Department,
New Taipei City Government
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