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Foreword

WU, Hsiu-tzu/Director,New Taipei City Yingge Ceramics Museum

Ceramic exists in human life in various forms, such as household ceramics, sanitaryware
ceramics, medical ceramics, and industrial ceramics. One of its raw materials is soil in nature,
a material which humans are highly dependent on. Ceramic has been used to make
figurines for decoration, religious sacrifice and children’s toys since the prehistoric
period. When basic human needs are met by industrial development, ceramic begins to
be used by artists to create human and animal statuettes to bring innovative expressions
in the field of ceramic art.

“Ceramic Figures: A Microcosm of Life ” focuses on the theme of ceramic figures.
The exhibition presents works by 22 artists from across generations. The works featured
revolve around the topic of life and tell the interdependence between humans and the
environment. The shapes, postures, and facial expressions of the figurines show how the
artists explore the course of environmental changes and care for the earth and humanity.
The ceramic figures are used as a medium to tell stories, to connect to emotions in everyday
life, to deliberate over rapid environmental changes, and to reflect on social topics.

Meanwhile, the exhibition introduces crossover collaborations with professionals from
other art fields to collectively examine how humans face unexpected events and their
emotional reactions. The collaboration with RE-THINK Environmental Education
Association builds a “Deep Sea Canteen” in which marine debris are made into meal
sets and are displayed together with figurine artworks focusing on environmental
concerns. The partnership with SHIH Ya-lin, Head of Fashion Design Department at
Shih Chien University, presents clothing that combines the posture, glaze and texture
features of the ceramic figures in accordance with the exhibition context and the museum’s
collection. Through those crossover collaborations, the exhibition attempts to lead the
audience to experience the shifting of life and to fearlessly pursue the desires of their hearts.
This exhibition is worthy of the audience to explore the connection between art and self.
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A Journey to Life with Ceramic Figures

YEH Mei-ling / Exhibition Planning and Execution

When the world was thrown into all sorts of imbalances in 2020, the value systems which
human beings were used to have were severely hit and thus prompted people to reexamine
the interdependence of human and the environment. “Ceramic Figures: A Microcosm of Life”
is a special exhibition that focuses on ceramic figurine creations which the artists reflect
on topics of the environment and humanity. The exhibition presents various human values
and emotional reactions, and how to position oneself in different situations.

The “Man-Land Symbiosis” section reflects on the close association between humans
and the environment. In this section, the ceramic figures are created out of the artists’
care about the land to manifest the balance of nature and the destruction of it. Those
works convey the reality that garbage generated by humans will eventually come back
to them who are at the top of the food chain. In addition, a“Deep Sea Canteen” is built
by an invited organization—Re-THINK to reveal human impacts on and artist’s care
for the environment.

The “Life’ s Unexpectancies” section depicts emotional turmoil and meltdowns during life’s
unexpected events, and feelings and observations in various life situations. Meanwhile,
it is a reminder of the reality that many things remain outside of control even when people
have done their best in shouldering responsibilities and bearing pressures.

The “Immediate Responses” sector portrays how people subjectively respond to emotional
feelings, physical pain, or psychological trauma when navigating emergencies, and how
they interpret life events.

The “Back to Normal ” section describes that people will recognize that they are needed,
accepted, and satisfied with spiritual fulfilment only when they are able to adjust their
mindset and the pace of life, to be honest with their needs, and to stop sacrificing
themselves and what they value through the twists and turns of life.

Moreover, the exhibition invites SHIH Ya-lin, Head of Fashion Design Department at Shih
Chien University, to create clothing based on the images presented by the ceramic
figurine collection. The clothing not only can show the history of life and tell the relationship
between development of civilization and time, but also demonstrate diverse ceramic designs
and stimulating art crossovers.

Through observations on humanity and narratives of life experiences, the exhibition hopes
that those ceramic figures can take their audience to what happens when encountering
life’s unexpected events, to cherish the abundance of life, and on a journey to life.
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Introduction

Humans have used the resources on the earth to collect food, to grow crops, and to
build settlements since the earliest times. Humans have formed consciousness and
civilizations on this earth. However, human development and industrialization have
taken their toll on the natural world as time evolves. Human activities have caused
environmental problems such as greenhouse effect, marine pollution, food shortage
and desertification.

Facing those environmental changes and unexpected events, people begin to change
their thinking. They make all efforts to address challenges. They reflect on the past.
They hope that things will go back to their familiar normal after all the turmoil.

“Ceramic Figures: A Microcosm of Life” takes the concept of “life is a journey ”
and leads the viewers to experience the change of times and the inseparability of
humans and the environment through ceramic figurines. The exhibition hopes to
convey a message that all the scenery along the way will lead to destinations where
people live every day with a smile.
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Man-Land Symbiosis
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. {BESR EEBW- A B AR ESE On the island of Taiwan, the mountains, the forests
- and the oceans are the treasure trove the islanders rely
on. People here talk to one another, live, work, and
write vigorously, to receive the warmth brought by
the land and others. In the rich natural surroundings,
every person responds to the environment and the

society in his or her own way.
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Development of human civilizations has impacted on
the environment, resulting in wastes and pollutions,
and the reduction and extinction of species. People
begin to face all kinds of variables in life. They counter
challenges actively and earnestly, yet they get
frustrated at times when adapting to the changing
environment.

The artists in this gallery take clay from Mother
Nature and make figurines to express their care for the
environment, creating a perfect dialogue among art,
humanity and nature.
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1. 55 LAFF Smile
2021/ 120%X50X40cm
2.2#8 - BT Pick-up Put-down
2021 / 7T0X50%X50cm

3.iP#E Welcome
2021/ 70X60X%X25cm

4 #E12 Unrelenting
2021/ 40X 30X 30cm
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. 1.8il%& Lk Fish in Trench
CHUNG Ching-hung 2020 / 71X 35X 79cm
» . s . 2.8 The Ocean of Heart
EEREBEEER  HMMNEE RIFEUBEEARTS > WSBFESEERZME @ B 1123 2016 / 57X27X66cm
FEERHET  FERERIREEANKER  RESFELE  BRRFHRER sEaEsdRm
ﬁ%%ﬁ%%%riﬂgﬁzi . Lily Welcomes Flying Fish in Spring

2016 / 26X 19X 60cm
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WANG Yi-ting
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1.&Z{b&ERE—[EEF Vitreous Ecosystem—Regression
2021 / 40X 40X 50cm

2. EERFRAEZN Reborn without Restrain
2019 / 68X 70X 20cm

3. B4R KIEZA Reborn from Everlasting
2019 / 56Xx63X10cm



MA Le-yuan

EEMNERS  BEXPI/MBEL > RERESHNSL  ABREZEEAEWRHREE
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TE#RMm  IUMER, RERM—DRBERAT AFRAANLFLLRAE - &N
DAHAKBRBFEEW  REMSHEXBAIHEZE -
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LLIEYREF 251 Mountain Fragments Series
2021/ 160xX80X%X30cm



&= My Room
2020 / 300X 235cm
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5L 1%

WU Hsin-tien

tt EEYMHRTHBEFHE  MERtEERVEFRELPERIR - HKLURLAISEENE
YA B S RIREEE - REBRK B ARVRIRFMR 2 HERYFTEE - b EHRBAMER S EE
BHAGTRIE " BiEEE , BLEESMNE - BHEGHHKBHAVRERE - FHXMN B8R 2
BRALHENRRE  AERPHRBZERESRSR RS ECEERMREK

1. 8B LER The Growth of My Mind
2016 / 65X 25%x30cm

1 3 2.3t Symbiosis
2 2016 / 15X 16X 24cm
3.F&F Seed
2016 / 18X 27X 42cm
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Life’ s Unexpectancies

EHEHPIBREYS  UREHTSEHIRE  EE
FiEET  REREEHIEE  WEREEREPES
EMEREGIINE - WALRANEESEE B -
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People feel a variety of emotions, such as surprise,
fear, and anxiety, when facing unexpected incidents
in life and reacting to social events. Meanwhile, they
have opportunities to re-examine their life and have
more choices and flexibility over the status quo.

Via ceramic figurine creation,the artists in this gallery
present their interpretation and reasoning of enormous
challenges in life as well as their speculation about
humanity. At the same time, they respond to how the
COVID-19 pandemic has changed consumer habits
and working patterns. Their works show that human
beings strive to overcome fear and anxiety which
permeate the society when they face all the commo-
tions and an unknown future.




B{S7 38 The Self-Confidence Block
2021 / 15X25X%X 45 cm
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Indigo HSU

2020FMEE - BETRSHF @ AEAHE—ERE—ARIR - HIEREEREREK
BB/ R - DTSRI R - EIEMENEFRRET  BE—HX—Hr9E
R BRNEABESREEHETY  BIEY  BEERRAMEEETU——HRILSEAK

REFREEREEFEEODHRADN "HE,) - 2BFBAHERGROEZRKEASSESH
B8 - HiEFECLURIEREERFIBNAEURSEHEERIRE - MRTLL - hFE
A LAREE B EMI—RRIAF - EEERFRIRAYRFR - geIEARZUWRRE -

1 1.4£EFH I The Life-Career Block
3 2021/ 15%X20X%X30cm

2 2. &®1&FH The Friendship Block
2021 / 35%X30X15cm

3.B4 75 The Thinking Block
2021 /15X 15X 45cm
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CHANG Shan

EERWIRESD  BIEHLEHE  BRALNER - BRRRAH  BAFEL 2N oot 1 150 % 90 aney ance
bLE - BB 2EOKLE - EDEERIREE b BH K o " 7 2. Embrace Hope

2018 / 65X34 X 104cm
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YU Cheng-chung

HEREERY  BERRBMATERMN  BEIRRNVER  FEAMEHEEESRD
RO - BRACSENES  BREFSIRERLALE -

1.7%F M0 Exhilarating Mind
2019 / 31 xX30X60cm

2
E Bt See The World 2. 41285 (—) Age of Fantasy (1)
2020 / 48X 28 % 55cm 2017 / 40X 30X 48cm
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MRS F 1 —FAE2021FNEE » HEFFEFHBEFT - BEMEmAYESHAEMZEL
FSMIBRKEEREAEN - 138 EERE 1986 FMEBR "RBiiDF .1 EEART Ik
HREERARE - MIFRIMNPEMERFNVER - fIERHNNEERHORBKTS
BHDFREEENT "RGER . 51 AFEFRGS FREBANEES S AR
BCHBEFES - B2 RPBIERARTAREREFRS

31

1.Terrorists’ Daily | 2015 / 30X 16X 149cm
2.Terrorizers | 2021 / 100X 50X 30cm
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WU Chi-cheng

ZAERMEL  BEERE—(ERR > ARRKRERE @ RESHH - EEEFERTHS
5 BEVLAEFEHEC - B—XRBEMER - RIBIE#METiBE - BESKRE
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1.5EE Tortoise House
2020 /180X 120X 40cm

284 Goddess of the Sea
2016 / 57X 27X66cm

3 N EEEERAMRIEE S
Kiln and the Claydoll of Hopes for Fair Weather
2018 / 59X 66 X96cm

4. ZFH'E Life in Anping
2016 / 26X 19X 60cm
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Immediate Responses

A7 EHERS4RRAEEHENE - AFERRRY
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People learn to adjust their plans, adapt to their envi-
ronments, and carry out lots of explorations and
try-outs, in order to navigate difficulties and chal-
lenges brought by life’ sunexpected events. Those
unexpected moments could become turning points
where people realize that life is full of unlimited
possibilities and that a detour may be lavished by
beautiful scenery.

When appreciating the ceramic figures in this gallery,
you will notice that the artists constantly search for
their true selves, try to put themselves in the right
position, have conversations with themselves, and
infuse their emotions into artwork.
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SHAO Ting-ju

AR A EIRASAIDNA - BRSHAIFE
MEBZEOEREIFY - ERFHREEH
BZE > I E2NRFZ—REOFEA - FRARE
BIFEMER "/F L BEENERR - SORTR
B9 TN BB TETR L IERE C R EER
MERESNBLENEERE @ NBOEARZ
WESCKEFFTHIRMAR « TR ERERIER
REMIZKECHBA -

(BRANFZ - DZzER) FEFIRNEZFUE
B EEREFRBINTFE  MEARHNEE
£ LAVEZY - BEmEEED - D2 BIRRYT
BIRERER -

—UEBFRBR KEFOHEHERESEZ W
EABEHIFFNE  FOREHSP - EBE
HRBRE  MEFERENARBERES
EEMHAKKERBNFL -

ERETHRERHABRNRBANDC  RE
MEEBRNRIER  LATEEER  #H
ABREMANLBEARE - A/ EREFVE
BRI o

BRENH- 1D ER
About the Ego of : The Battle of Minds
2016 / 206X 392X 126cm

RAKE  BEREEESE

Photo Credit:Korea Ceramic Foundation
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WU Chung-tsung

ETMELEEEE - LIRBAR - DB
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MERBITEEG  REMPFAKHE - K
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1.3 Trip
2018 / 305EE®
2.4t 5 Green Birds
2016 / 81X 39cm

3.5<Z# Couple Tree
2016 / 25.5%X25.5cm
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ERAEIRSEMEREE @ ENEEENARE - UFINEEYERIRIR - ERBVEFFE
7R MEASMAERER B HNHKM  RBRESEARE "ERZN, B - BEAED
KK > BB EEEPRBEBRHR ", FERIBIEZEELTRBIAL - EE
AMEFRIRILERIER - FXHFEHE -

1.7#4F Hutt | 2020 / 15X 16 X69cm
2.Z3k Kauf | 2020 / 18X 21X53cm

EEB-kFi4% Horseman : Doris
2020 / 18X20X%X53cm
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MEBAFEEZLIR  THATEISOLEEERE -

BEAEE  EEMEFEMNE ? RN aeRMMAE?

ERMER > HIASFEM -

1212RYRIR - Q2RISR - EHEIE - BERIVEEIELR -
AEZMEME - BELE > MRaESIR—IHE BR -
RIEMZEMR - 2t -~ thAJse 23 - —EEMB2LEEIRF
PAEXME BB E IR - F LML -

1

2

1.ERREEHE - BEECEZRET -
When Wet in Sadness, Just Dry Yourself
2020 / 60%x 35X 10cm

2. 52 Catherine * HfFENorma °
B —EH#=EShauTzu °
Sometimes Catherine, Sometimes
Norma.But I’'m Always ShauTzu.

2021 / 120X 60X 25¢cm

{RYFNH ? K How Are You Today?
2020 / 250X 200cm
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BEEEDh Waking Up
1997 / 95X 58 X 75cm

HUANG Tzu-chih

EBIMTTATHEART - BB EIPeter VoulkosIRIBRE @ FFELERKEFAENEE - TRE
1B MMEMREREKERY - SHEE > UREHRLEMIEREEBMREBS - FBE
EABS B o f£Archie Ranch Arts CenterBE#10F » BEFELXREEZE ) FMEFRIERK - —
BEBRBHEDOHE ' 57 8 RMAEIE ° 1T Archie Bray Foundation for the Ceramic ArtsEEAJHE »
RItREIR/EHE - BREERKTFUE - BABFIRBET @ CLFR2ETEMIARERE
BE - ERRIAAKHEETCE -

1.3 |
2020 / 35X 22%X60cm
2.3284R | Miss You
2020 / 30X30X%X58cm

3.8 Change of Mind
2019/ 39X24X49cm
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RS EEANIRBR T £ B REEH o LUERE
BHERRIRE « ARRESREKITRS
ERAENBREIET  EEHRIRELEED
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HESIHEEZEEN
| Wanna Get the Same Light as My Shadow
2021 / 300X 180X50cm
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Back to Normal

HREBAEES]RAISE - HMIHIRRRIBHRET -
2 HERLRE ?

CEELES - BRFHGE—EBEE - EBENEE
FRIEE - MEENREAYAREE
AEZWREATHESHEXRNE - AHREHK
B o M4 G EREEERRISMER o
Bt EL GRS ERR - 7 RE G PSRN
HGRRES @ FTEARMEXFHIBEEEE -

What kind of environment and life do you expect

BHEXNE  arwmas -y after transitions or traumatic events?
£ B RIBIEFORR - ‘

B8R TRES . o
R When you look back.on yc.>ur life, y?u Il flnc.j that unex
pected events are like trigger points, which connect

the dots of the past and move you forward in the

¢~ Nor ! 1 .
o Normal ‘ ‘ journey.

The works of art in this gallery are full of enormous
healing power. They reveal how the artists reconcile
with vivid memories of traumatic experiences by
exposing their true selves. They show that all experi-
ences in life will nourish you and lead you to a better
normal when you learn to appreciate life in all aspects.
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B2 7518 H0E i Sleepwalking in the Night Forest
2021 / 32X21X45cm

J hi
TANG Shine

BN L ERENBRAKEBRFEBET R - ORI 1449T R X TREEARB
MERR ERENENESEETUEI—ErESHNGS  BESE—FKXE
BRRES  RAMREZZHRANENEEL  EERSETESHRMEANBLBE
HERRES  BAENEFIREHOZRE  BEETUHEEIRR -

3

1.®ZHRBEIFT Move Forward With Honesty
2021/ 27%X18X%X35cm

2. BEEAE Dreams Go On
2018 / 42X 40X 54cm

3.1E#ERSHR Fun Travel Ideas
2018 / 37X40%X52cm
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Firstofmay Studio

FIRREZEIR ) BERYIRET REZNIEEEO - TIRIR ., ELUNLGEA -
"RR., BRRERZD > SRMER  —EIFRER -

BV - BREAVEIEE  BAME - REAVIBRE - R HIRYERG
ABBEGH I T RRAIREENK - MEREEE - SRRHIFR -

PRI ERPIEXMIEERIE - FFIHBTIR - HAEBMRee P B2 {E MAYESS -
FEARR  RAERIBRX -

1. (IRIRBEIR) — HEBREN 3. (RIRZEEEk) — 5B
Tears Are Pearls : I’'m Happy Tears Are Pearls - Missed
2021 /17%X18X25cm 2021/ 32%X20X25cm ;

2. ((RREEI*) — RHRF 4. ([RRE2EIK)Y — HE& iipivn .
Tears Are Pearls : I'll Be Your Mirror Tears Are Pearls : Dance Together %ﬁiﬁgj‘? Yﬂgffgﬁ
2020 / 28X 18X 16cm 2021 /30X 10X 25cm




& 18 ZE Night Sky Through Window
2021 / 25%X30X45 cm

MaiE

ZENG Yan-yi

(BfE: 588) &

e I OEOEE  EEEEEHNOHERD  TEREERT EE - REMM -
TTYAREM T ERINEFRE  HEXRL  #H4ENEOE - AR
EENM -

1.H'S Moon Palace
2021 / 30X 30X 50cm

2.1U#2 Mountain Shape
2021 / 35X 35%x50cm
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ezt | 2020 / BH#€250% 15¢cm

G5

LIN Efen

EER B EIRERBE

B2 RERFREIPIERIEE D -

WAMERVREIRZ BT - RUZEIBAFTETHEIRENE
BUAARNLIRIEREENEERY - LBBEK -

1.5 @2ZE (=) The Tree of Life () 3.5 Love
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