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Cultural Memory in Six Thousand
Years of Ceramic Imprints

Ceramics stand as an important testament to human material culture and a tangible
expression of everyday life and the aesthetics of different eras. As Taiwan’s first
museum dedicated to ceramics, the New Taipei City Yingge Ceramics Museum
is guided by the core vision of “Cultivating Local Culture, Embracing a Global
Perspective.” We are committed to preserving precious ceramic cultural heritage,
documenting the development of Taiwanese ceramic art, and actively promoting
innovation in contemporary ceramic art and exchange across different fields. We
believe that museums are not only places for cultural preservation, but also important
platforms that connect history, art, industry, and people’s everyday life.

In recent years, in addition to organizing exhibitions grounded in research on ceramic
culture, the Museum has actively collaborated with local partners, ceramic schools,
and regional enterprises to present ceramic art exhibitions and strengthen the creative
vitality of contemporary ceramic art. We have also continued to publish research
findings to deepen the development and transmission of Taiwan’s ceramic culture.
In the field of ceramic craft research, the Museum has devoted considerable effort
to the documentation and publication of ceramic technologies and historical and
cultural materials, publishing a series of scholarly works, including History of Yingge
Ceramics, Ash Glazes: The Stories and Applications, and A History of Ceramic in
Taiwan. Together, these publications have gradually helped establish the foundation
and knowledge framework for the study of Taiwan’s ceramic culture.

This special exhibition, Impressions and Marks: Traces of Taiwanese Ceramics,
approaches Taiwan’s ceramic history through the lenses of “Impressions” and “Marks”.
Through decorative patterns, marks, and inscriptions found on ceramic objects, the
exhibition guides visitors through the development of Taiwan’s ceramic culture over
the past six thousand years. Visitors will encounter the ingenuity of prehistoric peoples



as reflected in incised decorations on pottery; vessels that reflect the exchange and
integration of pottery-making traditions between Han settlers and Plains Indigenous
communities; and dated artifacts such as a Buddha incense burner bearing
inscriptions from the tenth year of the Tong-Chih reign of the Ching Dynasty. The
exhibition further explores how, during the Japanese colonial period, the introduction
of textual inscriptions, colored glazes, and printing technologies transformed ceramic
imprints into “ceramic identity cards” that recorded place names, kiln workshops, and
trademarks. These developments helped shape the distinctive regional characteristics
of ceramic production in Tainan, Nantou, Taichung, Miaoli, Hsinchu, and the Greater
Taipei Area. Ceramic imprints are more than decorative motifs or identifying marks
on vessels; they embody the craft techniques, social and cultural contexts, and local
memories of different periods, while reflecting the social, economic, and cultural

transformations of Taiwan over time.

This exhibition would not have been possible without the generous support of the
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica; the National Museum of Natural
Science; the Cultural Affairs Bureau of Yilan County; the Yilan County Lanyang
Museum; the New Taipei City Shihsanhang Museum of Archaeology; and numerous
private collectors in Taiwan who kindly lent objects and provided assistance. Their
contributions have enriched the exhibition and made possible this dialogue across
six thousand years of ceramic culture. Through every carved line and impressed
mark preserved on ceramic surfaces, we invite visitors to experience the vitality and
historical depth of Taiwan’s ceramic culture, and to appreciate the human spirit and

artisanal wisdom that have accumulated on this land over generations.

Director

New Taipei City Yingge Ceramics Museum

Chi sren)

B3 Essays
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